[Capecitabine--a review of its antitumor activity and toxicity in clinical studies].
Capecitabine is a novel fluoropyrimidine carbamate, orally administered and rationally designed to undergo tumor-selective activation. Some studies have been proven it to be safe for outpatient treatment and to have significant antitumor activity in colorectal and breast cancer patients. Randomized trials of patients with advanced colorectal cancer using capecitabine versus Leucovorin (LV).5-FU were studied in two groups. Capecitabine results in both a higher response rate and a more favorable toxicity profile than LV.5-FU. In women aged 55 years or more with breast cancer, capecitabine showed at least comparable efficacy to CMF combination therapy. Capecitabine offers a new effective oral treatment option as a single agent for patients with advanced colorectal or breast cancer.